
By Rev. Marti Keller
UUWF Affiliated Minister

n 2012, Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA) President Peter Morales wrote a 
white paper in which he re-argued for 

Unitarian Universalism as a movement, not 
just congregations who covenant together 

around purposes and principles. 
Re-argued because there has been a 
continued waxing and waning of our 
sense of ourselves as one or the other – or 
a combination of the two.

Rev. Morales and I began our UU 
ministerial careers around the same time 
(late 1990s) and both coincidentally 
came from journalism backgrounds 
on the West Coast. Perhaps that is one 
reason why I resonate so strongly with 

his sense that while parish ministry and the 
internal workings of congregations are crucial 
to our strength and growth, the notion of 
Congregations and Beyond – UU without 
edifice, without traditional walls – is also 
powerful. 

He was talking about our virtual 
congregations like Church of the Larger 
Fellowship and Church of the Younger 
Fellowship; other mostly cyberspace groups 
like the many websites, Facebook groups, and 
the bloggers who people them; coffee houses 
and other Meet-Up groups. How do we 
capture the energy of these alternative forms 
of gathering as UUs? How do we count them? 
What can they teach us?

The UU Women’s Federation has been 
essentially a Beyond Congregations movement 
for more than 50 years. This independent 
associate member organization and its 
predecessors in the Unitarian and Universalist 
faith traditions was and is built on the 
formal and informal groups of women and 
individuals, who are our members, and others 
who are connected to us. They may or may 
not belong to UU communities. We are either 
augmenting their UU affiliations or in some 
way provide it.

UUWF: A Congregation Beyond

I

September 2014  |  Vol 32, Issue 1The NewsleTTer of UNiTariaN UNiversalisT womeN’s federaTioN

www.uuwf.org

communicatorthe
Since our beginnings, we have offered ways 
to identify both as women and religious 
liberals and to lend our collective voices to 
our mission, which is to advance justice for 
women and girls and support their spiritual 
growth. At one time it was through real-time,  
in-the-flesh groups within our congregations. 
Increasingly it is more and more 
interconnected in e-space with resources and 
forums for mutual education and advocacy.

Since October 2013, it has been my privilege 
to be the affiliated “community” minister with 
the UUWF, the community and congregation 
being the women in our movement. My 
pulpit is the blog I write weekly about 
issues of interest and urgency: reproductive 
justice, economic justice, domestic violence. 
I have also visited a number of our UU 
churches and fellowships, preaching about 
the contemporary status of women and girls 
– in this country and around the world – 
and offering Second Hour and other adult 
education programs using the excellent UUA 
curricula.

Both online and in face-to-face meetings, I 
represent UUWF with my legislative ministry 
colleagues within and outside Unitarian 
Universalism, including the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice (RCRC) 
I have advised the UUWF Board of Trustees 
and our President Kirstie Lewis in particular 
on amicus briefs, petitions, and letters we 
might sign on to in these arenas. I stood 
alongside my fellow members of RCRC’s 
Coalition Council in Washington, DC earlier 
this spring outside the Supreme Court as 
the justices listened to arguments in the case 
brought by Hobby Lobby and another private 
corporation asking to be able to deny their 
employees access to contraception coverage 
under the Affordable Care Act.

I act as UUWF ministerial liaison to a number 
of our UU professional groups, letting 
them know about our grants and funding 
panels, hoping to broaden and deepen their 
involvement. In the next year I will be asking 
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by Hanna Christianson
UUWF Clara Barton Intern for Women’s Issues

he UUWF Clara Barton Internship 
for Women’s Issues in the UUA’s 
Washington Office for Advocacy was 

founded in 2002 with a $200,000 donation 
from the UUWF, which helped raise a matching 
amount to form a permanent endowment for the 
program. Hanna served as intern from October 
2013 through July 2014.

As my time as the 
Unitarian Universalist 
Women’s Federation 
Clara Barton Intern 
comes to a close, I 
feel blessed to have 
started my career path 
with an organization 
that so closely shares 
my passion for social 
justice work, particularly within gender-based 
issues. I have gained an immense amount of 
knowledge and skills during my time at the 
Unitarian Universalist Association that I will 
continue to apply to my future.

During my time at the UUA, I have worked 
on a wide array of women’s issues and 
campaigns ranging from abortion and birth 
control rights, to military sexual assault 
prevention, to immigration reform, and 
many other issues. Through all the successes 
and challenges facing women’s freedom and 
rights, I have felt most passionate about the 
Reproductive Justice Advocacy Community, 
that began during my time as the Clara 
Barton Intern. 

This Advocacy Community has fused 
education and direct action campaigns to 
focus on the multitude of issues covered by 
the umbrella of reproductive justice. With 
a goal of engaging UU reproductive justice 
advocates across the country, the Advocacy 
Community consisted of action alerts focused 
on current reproductive justice issues and 
upcoming events, educational webinars, and 
collaborative conference calls. 

The bimonthly webinars presented issue 
experts on a particular reproductive justice 
issue, including immigration, the LGBTQ 
movements, and the role of men in the 
reproductive justice movement. These 
educational webinars created a great jumping-
off point for conversation on loaded topics 
and their relationship with the reproductive 
justice movement. I hope participants of these 
webinars gained a deeper understanding of the 

issues and were able to relay that information 
to others in their local community. Social 
justice has always relied on the dissemination 
of information through networks of passionate 
activists, and we must tap into this resource 
to push the reproductive justice movement 
forward. 

I also helped organize bimonthly Reproductive 
Justice Advocacy Community conference calls, 
combining upcoming events and discussion. 
These conference calls provided a space for 
UU congregations and reproductive justice 
advocates from across the country to forge 
connections and work through the successes 
and challenges of creating reproductive justice 
groups in their communities. I believe by 
creating the space to have such conversations, 
the conference calls were successful in building 
reproductive justice momentum across the 
country. 

Through nationwide organizing efforts around 
reproductive justice issues this past year, our 
community was able to successfully support 
the freedom and rights of all. Collectively, 
we defeated anti-abortion campaigns, 
further protected LGBTQ individuals from 
discrimination, and supported immigrant 
women and families access to health care and 
fair immigration reform. 

We are currently standing up against 
the harmful Supreme Court decisions in 
McCullen v. Coakley and Hobby Lobby v. 
Burwell because our progressive faith knows 
that “women’s access to key preventative 
contraceptive services is essential not only to 
their health, but also to their rights including 
religious liberty, equality, and economic 
security” (http://www.uua.org/news/
pressroom/pressreleases/296165.shtml). 

I hope the next Clara Barton Intern will 
continue to work on both local and national 
reproductive justice issues, partnering with 
those both in and outside the traditional 
women’s rights movement. It is time for us 
to draw from our interconnected web by 
supporting other social justice issues, and 
in turn, garnering support for reproductive 
justice. 

I could not be more proud or privileged than 
to have worked beside each of you these past 
ten months. While I acknowledge there is still 
much to be accomplished in the reproductive 
justice movement, I have great faith that this 
group of dedicated advocates will successfully 
lead the charge to see full reproductive justice 
for all. 

Report from Our Clara Barton Intern
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By Kirstie Lewis, PhD
President/CEO

’m writing this in early August, and where 
I sit, it is hot. The earth feels parched, 
and I worry about drought and wildfires 

and mudslides 
and earthquakes 
caused by the 
(our) thoughtless 
and ignorant 
consumption 
of the world’s 
resources. It 
is very hot in 
those places 
on the globe 
where warfare is at hand – where death and 
destruction, corruption and terrorism, lying 
and despair, deceit and mistrust seem to be all 
I hear about or read about. 

My emotions run hot when I consider the 
ongoing backsliding in the fight for equity and 
justice for women and girls here and around 
the world. It feels as though we are again 
fighting the battles we thought we had won 
in the 60s and 70s. Women are losing access 
to contraception, to abortion, to adequate 
health care in general. Economic pressures 
are unequally applied to single mothers who 
can’t afford child care; to older women who 
are widowed and live in poverty because they 
can’t afford their medications; young women 
caught up in unwanted pregnancies from rape, 
ignorance or contraceptive failure. Are we 
moving forward at all? 

Hard as it is, I know I must turn my attention 
to positive efforts toward change. My heart 
was lifted to read our affiliated minister’s 
August 5 blog – “(Some) Good News for 
Summer.”

My heart was lifted recently when I attended 
a dinner designed to highlight the work of 
ANSWER (American-Nepali Students’ and 
Women’s Educational Relief ), a nonprofit 
that helps the poorest of children in Nepal get 
decent educations aimed at finding careers. 

These children are then encouraged to develop 
a long-lasting desire to “pay it forward” 

by giving some of their earnings back to 
ANSWER to help other poor children. This 
nonprofit was started and is continuing to 
have wild and wonderful success largely due 
to the efforts of one man, Earle Canfield, 
who began this work 14 years ago. I am now 
a sponsor for a young woman who wants to 
become a doctor and practice in her home 
village.

My heart was lifted when I spoke to a woman 
from the First UU Church of Portland at the 
UUA General Assembly in Providence this 
past June. She wants to develop a program 
for next year’s GA that will highlight the 
fantastic determination of the women of 
her congregation over the 150 years of their 
existence. In fact, Lorraine tells me that 
money was raised and her church founded in 
1865 by seven women originally from New 
England, who met initially in a sewing circle. 

My heart was lifted when I recently spoke 
to our own Executive Administrator, Ellen 
Spencer, and she reminded me about all the 
work that UU women have done over the 50 
years since the UUWF was founded. This was 
an appropriate follow-up to the work of our 
predecessor organizations, the Association of 
Universalist women (formed in 1869) and the 
Alliance of Unitarian women (1890), which 
consolidated in 1963 to form the UUWF. We 
women have worked hard and achieved much, 
and we mustn’t lose sight of this.

My heart was lifted again at GA, at our 
workshop, “Partnering for Social Justice.” 
It highlighted the kind of partnerships that 
women seek, perhaps because women value 
collaboration and inclusivity. We heard from 
Nancy Spear about “Amigas de Amado,” a 
project funded by UUWF’s Equity and Justice 
Grants Panel. 

Launched in 2012, the project is still going 
strong. Nancy and other women from the UU 
Congregation of Green Valley, now located in 
Amado, AZ, took a considerable amount of 
time determining which community groups to 
partner with to best bring increased services to 
women and girls in their new town’s Hispanic 
community. They worked with an after-school 
program and with a local Hispanic language 
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church to provide activities just for girls 
one day a week, and to help encourage the 
mothers to attend English classes. 

My heart was lifted when, at our General 
Assembly reception, we saw the video program 
created by Rev. Suzanne Nazian, a project 
funded by a 2013 Margaret Fuller Grant. It 
details the efforts of women who planned and 
hosted the 1893 Women’s Congress, many 
of whom were Unitarians and Universalists. 
These women worked hard and suffered 
many rejections and failures in their efforts to 
increase the visibility of women. 

My heart was lifted when I attended the panel 
faciliated by Jessica Halpern, a former UUWF 
Clara Barton Intern for Women’s Issues, which 
addressed that while women from different 
generations have much in common, we need 
to get to know each other better and figure 
out how we can help each other. 

My heart was lifted when I began to really 
look into the Reproductive Justice Curriculum 
designed by Jessica Halpern, which I have 
decided to teach in my congregation this fall. 
It is a work of depth and passion and hotness, 
and I highly recommend that you look into 
offering it yourself in your own congregation. 
It is laid out in detail in such a way that 
anyone could lead these sessions. Do it!

So I say to you women spread out across our 
great United States and beyond? What are 
your hot button projects? What makes you 
hot enough to stand up and become active in 
improving the lives of women and girls? What 
are you already doing along those lines? How 
can we help you to multiply those efforts and 
make them known to more of us? What are 
you doing that our funding programs could 
support? 

Our board will meet right after Labor Day. 
Look for news of our activities on our website 
and Facebook pages. Changes are afoot. Be 
the first to know! Join us and keep us moving 
along even in these hottest of times.

http://uuwfblog.org/some-good-news-for-summer/
http://uuwfblog.org/some-good-news-for-summer/
http://answernepal.org/about/


Margaret Fuller Grants Program
Founded in 1989 as the Feminist Theology 
Awards, this program funds scholarly projects 
by UU women that explore feminist thought 
and action within a religious or spiritual 
context. This year’s recipients are:

Carla Walter, PhD, of Mountain View, CA, 
received a $4,000 grant in support of her 
project, “Dancing 
in the Spirit of 
Recovery.” The 
funds will support 
research of spiritual 
dance rituals from 
various non-European 
cultures and 
production costs of a 
workbook/curriculum 
on using dance rituals 

to support healing, spiritual growth, and 
recovery. along with an accompanying DVD.

The Women’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics, 
and Ritual (WATER) received a $500 grant 
in support of a series of teleconferences 
featuring feminists working in the fields of 
ministry, spirituality, and theology. 
 

Marjorie Bowens-Wheatley 
Scholarship Program 
This program awards funds for general 
support to individuals who identify as women 
of color, Latina, or Hispanic and who are 
either aspirants or candidates for the UU 
ministry or are candidates in the UUA’s 
religious education or music leadership 
credentialing programs.

Presenting Our 2014 Grant and Scholarship Recipients
This year’s recipient 
of a $1,500 
scholarship is 
Ranwa Hammamy, 
a student at 
Union Theological 
Seminary in New 
York City.

Equity & Justice Grants Program
The program funds projects conducted 
by Unitarian Universalist congregations, 
organizations, or groups that aim to achieve 
social justice for women in areas such as 
education; women’s health; reproductive 
justice; age and job discrimination; poverty; 
domestic violence and child abuse.
No applications were received this year.

We extend a heartfelt “thank you” to all 
the individuals, women’s groups, and 
congregations who supported our work 
through generous donations made between 
January 1 and December 31, 2013.

Olympia Brown Circle ($2,500-$4,999)
Edward A. Simmons, Hempstead, NY

Dorothea Dix Circle ($1,000-$2,499)
Arlington, MA - Alliance of the First  
Parish UU 

Atlanta, GA - UU Congregation of Atlanta
Julia and Arnold Bradburd, Gwynedd, PA
Brooklyn, NY - Women’s Alliance, First 
Unitarian Congregational Society

Marcia M. Bystrom, Florence, AL
Dr. Kirstie Lewis, Bellevue, WA
Manhasset, NY - Women’s Group, UU 
Congregation at Shelter Rock 

Pacific Central District
Betty Sanders, Fort Worth, TX
Lee Sullivan, Lafayette, IN

Maria Louise Baldwin Circle ($500-$999)
Akron, OH - UU Women’s Association, UU 
Church of Akron

Austin, TX - First UU Church of Austin
Sue Boone, Largo, FL
Dr. Barbara W. Brown and Linda A. McAffrey, 
Glencoe, MO

Donald V. Cavanaugh, Seattle, WA
Dedham, MA - Branch General Alliance, First 
Church and Parish

Mary-Ella Holst, New York, NY
Kansas City, MO - Demeters, All Souls UU 
Church

Linda Melski, Marshfield, WI
New York, NY - Women’s Alliance, Unitarian 
Church of All Souls

Norwell, MA - First Parish Unitarian
Paramus, NJ - Women’s Alliance, Central 
Unitarian Church

Salem, OR - UUWF, UU Congregation of 
Salem

Stockton, CA - UU Alliance, First UU 
Church of Stockton

Swampscott, MA - UU Women of Greater 
Lynn, UU Church of Greater Lynn

Maria Mitchell Circle ($250-$499)
Holly Atkinson, New York, NY
Bloomfield Hills, MI - Unitarian Alliance, 
Birmingham Unitarian Church

Luz Bravo-Gleicher, Providence, RI
Linda Lu Burciaga, Newburyport, MA
Chandler, AZ - Valley UUWF, Valley UU 
Congregation

College Station, TX - Woman’s Alliance, UU 
Church of the Brazos Valley

Concord, MA - Women’s Parish Association, 
First Parish in Concord 

Cathy Coult, Minneapolis, MN
Susan Eckert, Arnold, MD
Eugene, OR - Women’s Alliance, The UU 
Church in Eugene

Evelynn Gioiella, New York, NY
Patricia Goldhammer, San Diego, CA

Thanks to Our Donors
Pat Gray, Kirkwood, MO
Gregg Grisa, Washington, DC
Hartford, CT - Unitarian Women’s Alliance, 
Unitarian Society of Hartford

Dr. Doris and Howard Hunter,  
Cambridge, MA

Rev. Esther Hurlburt, Lexington, KY
Kirkwood, MO - Women’s Alliance, Eliot 
Unitarian Chapel

Boulder Valley UU Church 
Littleton, MA - Littleton Branch Alliance, 
First Church Unitarian

Louiseville, KY - Women’s Alliance, First 
Unitarian Church

Gladys McNatt, Madison, NC
Milwaukee, WI - Womanspirit/Emerson 
Guild, First Unitarian Society

Plano, TX - Women’s Alliance, Community 
UU Church

Dorothy K. Powers, Atlanta, GA
Barbara Prairie, Berea, KY
Spokane, WA - UU Women of Spokane, UU 
Church of Spokane

Nancy W. Van Dyke, Port Washington, NY

Dr. Martha May Eliot Circle ($100-$249)
Suzanne M. Ames, Tulsa, OK
Elizabeth Anderson, Galveston, TX
Ballou-Channing District – Womansphere
Nancy Bartlett, Decatur, GA
Frances Bicknell, Madison, WI
Rev. Eliza Blanchard, Brookline, MA

Continued on Page 5
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Rev. Rebecca Blodgett, Concord, MA
Bloomington, IL - UU Church of 
Bloomington Normal 

Bloomington, MN - MVUUF Women’s 
Group, Minnesota Valley UU Fellowship

Marina B. Brown, Ann Arbor, MI
Merilys P. Brown, Green Valley, AZ
Rev. John Burciaga, Newburyport, MA
Dr. Randy Burnham, Westport, CT
Kathy Calhoun, Dallas, TX
Phyllis C. Cassel, Palo Alto, CA
Castine, ME - UU Congregation of Castine
Carol Coffey, St., Louis Park, MN
Elinor W. Cotts, Asheville, NC
Dallas, TX - Women’s Day Alliance, First 
Unitarian Church

Virginia Dixon, Gaithersburg, MD
Fullerton, CA - Yu-Yu Sisterhood, The UU 
Church in Fullerton

Pauline Gardiner, Arlington, MA
Grosse Pointe, MI - Women’s Alliance, Grosse 
Pointe Unitarian Church

Barbara E. Hochschild, Hendersonville, NC
Joyce Ann Holmen, Sherman Oaks, CA
John B. Hooper, Westport, CT
Dorothy J. Kenney, Decatur, GA
Sandra C. King, Acton, MA
Mary Leonard, Boulder, CO
Madison, WI - UU Alliance, Madison, WI
Louise Malcolm, Keene, NH
Sandra Manzella, Boston, MA
Phyllis Marsh, Annapolis, MD
Eva Marx, Hingham, MA
Myrtle McMahan, Fort Worth, TX
Mary E. Mercier, Hanson, MA
Joyce Mohr, Somerville, MA
Joan Moore, Nashville, TN
Rev. Kerry Mueller, Berwyn, PA

New York, NY - Ethelwyn Doolittle Justice 
and Outreach Fund of Community Church

Joan Niemiec, Minneapolis , MN
Janet Nortrom, Shorewood, WI
Jane Perkins, Bristol, RI
Rev. Clare Petersberger, Towson, MD
Nancy J. Peterson, Schenectady, NY
Pittsburgh, PA - Women’s Alliance, First 
Unitarian Church

Lois Shepherd Porter, Schenectady, NY
Dorothy Prier, Royal Oak, MI
Jeanne W. Reed, Louisville, KY
Barbara D. Roberts, Woodbury, CT
Violet E. Rutledge, Silver Spring, MD
Santa Fe, NM, Chapter of UUWF, UU 
Congregation of Santa Fe

Santa Paula, CA - Mary Livermore Society, 
UU Church

Schenectady, NY - Women’s Alliance, First 
Unitarian Society 

Mickey Selwyn, Honolulu, HI
Sherborn, MA - Alliance, UU Area Church
Marjory Smith, Wilsonville, OR
Dee Stegman, Cincinnati, OH
Susan Stenovec, San Luis Obispo, CA
Dr. Cynthia Grant Tucker, Cordova, TN
Carol Venable, San Diego, CA
Rev. Audrey Vincent, Santa Paula, CA
Ellen Wehrle, Oak Park, IL
Barbara Wheeler, Concord, MA
Rhoda Whitney, Denver, CO
Edwin F. Wilde, Spartanburg, SC
Carole Williams, Fairmont, WV
Rev. Leslie Woodward, Centerville, OH
Nancy S. Young, Venice, FL

Other Contributors ($99 and under)
Alton, IL - Anna E. Sparks Alliance, First 
Unitarian Church

Rev. Meredith U. Anderson, Orwell, VT
Constance M. Baker, Sault Ste Marie, MI
Sara Beard, Avondale Estates, GA
John J.  Blevins, Kansas City, MO
Ann E. Boynton, Melrose, MA
Margaret Braxton, Arlington, MA
Marlene Brown, Seal Beach, CA
Louise B. Brown, New York, NY
Laurel R. Caluori, Lee, MA
Susan Hardinge Caravello, Glen Cove, NY
Beth Casebolt, St. Clairsville, OH
Megan Casebolt, St. Clairsville, OH
Rev. Barbara Child, Nashville, IN
Helen Lutton Cohen, Lexington, MA
Kellie Coviello Kelly, Schaumburg, IL
Mary Rose Curtis , Charlottesville, VA
Betsy Darr, San Francisco, CA
Abigail M. Deaver, Stuart, FL
Diana DeWeese, Springfield, IL
Mary Louise DeWolf, Crystal River, FL
Caroline Matheny Dillman, Menlo Park, CA
Randy Diner, Albuquerque, NM

Nancy R. Dott, Madison, WI
Melinda Drake, Canton, MI
Kathy Drehmel, Louisville, KY
Trudy Farrell, Kenosha, WI
Jane Flueckiger, Oxford, OH
Jeanne Franklin, Saint Louis, MO
Franklin, NC - UU Fellowship of  
Franklin, NC

Anne Frantz, Peterborough, NH
Florence Furst, Roslyn Heights, NY
Carole Galanty, Atlanta, GA
Carol T. Graywing, Shreveport, LA
Margaret Hall, Issaquah, WA
Martha Harnit Hartgering, Clermont, FL
Susan M. Haskin, San Diego, CA
Cynthia Hoffner, Atlanta, GA
William Hoult , Arleta, CA
Nancy P. James, Concord, MA
Martha J. Jantho, Chicago, IL
Joan S. Johnson, Louisville, KY
Lewes, DE - UUs of Southern Delaware
Eleanor Manire-Gatti, Amherst, MA
Marcia Meyers, Gresham, OR
Miami, FL - The Alliance, UU Congregation 
of Miami

Beatrice Miller, Wellesley Hills, MA
Rev. Alison Miller, Morristown, NE
Minneapolis, MN - Association of Universalist 
Women, First Universalist Church

Oakton, VA - UU Congregation of Fairfax
Jan Oen, Alamosa, CO
Pat O’Malley, Wheaton, IL
Betsey Page, Seattle, WA
Emily Pardee, Brooklyn, NY
Janet T. Paulk, Decatur, GA
Elaine R. Peters, Hicksville, NY
First Unitarian Church, Pittsburgh, PA
Anne W.B. Prichard, Fayetteville, AR
Diana Prizeman, Brooklyn, NY
Nancy Rieser, West Kingston, RI
Katherine P. Roberts, Derby, CT
Sandra Lee Sanderson, Pendleton, SC
Rev. Catherine Senghas, Jamaica Plain, MA
Sue Skorheim, Moreno Valley, CA
Dorothy Sonn, Stamford, CT
Elizabeth G. Stevens, San Diego, CA
Mary Teslow, Franklin, NC
Joan Tobin, Lake Ronkonkoma, NY
Edith Wald, New York, NY
Alice Weeks, Longwood, FL
Luan Wells, Racine, WI
Rev. Bets Wienecke, Carpinteria, CA
Sharon B. Wiseman, Palatine, IL
Nancy Witherell, New York, NY
Carol Ann Yeaple, South Yarmouth, MA
Jackie Zimmerman, Minnetonka, MN

Donors,  
cont. from page 4

100 of my fellow female clergy to join a New 
Prophetic Sisterhood, covenanting to work as 
individuals and collectively on reproductive 
justice: lending their voices, inspiring their 
congregants.

I am eager to hear from the women in our 
larger movement about other ways to be your 
affiliated minster in this exciting initiative 
to look and, more importantly, act Beyond 
Congregations.

Congregation,  
cont. from page 1

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Womens-Federation/276450926195?ref=ts
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Gretchen Ohmann, of St. Joseph, MI, 
is our Vice President/Communications 

and Fundraising. 
Gretchen is a member 
of the Berrien UU 
Fellowship in St. 
Joseph, where she has 
served as president 
and a member of the 
Fellowship’s board 
of trustees. She has 
also served as chair 

of the Central Midwest District Nominating 
Committee and been active in a number of 
UU women’s organizations, including the 
continental UU Women and Religion, and 
the UU Women’s Connection (formerly the 
Central Midwest District UUWF). 

Welcoming New Board Members
Here is some information about the two most recent additions to the UUWF Board of Trustees.

Lynn Thomas, of Meredith, NH, is our Vice 
President/Funding Programs. She returns to 

UUWF leadership 
following previous 
service on the board 
from 1998-2001.  
During that time, 
she helped revision 
UUWF’s Feminist 
Theology Awards, 
now our Margaret 
Fuller Grants 

Program. A member of the Church of the 
Larger Fellowship UU, Lynn is a former Clara 
Barton District Executive. She has served as 
president of the former New Hampshire/
Vermont District, as a district Women and 
Religion chair, and the UUA Task Force I on 
Clergy Misconduct and Sexual Abuse. 


